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Front Cover Photo:  After concluding their pre-game drill, the Highty-T ighties and the
Highty-T ighty Alumni Band play the National Anthem in Lane S tadium prior to this year ’s
homecoming game against North Carolina.  Near the end of the National Anthem, a low
flyover was conducted by a B-2 Spirit S tealth Bomber .  (Photo by Rock Roszak)

In addition to the alumni shown on this page, Robert W . Mauck, HT ‘03, is a member of
the Highty-T ighty Alumni, Inc. Board of Directors.  A file photo of him is not available at
this time.

The editor thanks George McNeill, Rock Roszak, George McMichael, Harry Johnson, Greg
Milas, and Cadets Mark Amos, Anthony LaV opa, and Bonnie Evangelista for their contri -
butions and assistance in the preparation of this edition of the Highty-T ighty Notes
newsletter .
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Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc.

Highty-Tighty Alumni,

Wow!  What a homecoming!  We had one of the largest
turnouts for the parade that we have ever had and probably
the largest annual meeting in our history.  This big turnout at
the meeting was primarily due to the honors to be bestowed
in memory of Cadet Matthew La Porte.  His parents, sister,
and much of his extended family were present to receive his
degrees, class ring, and numerous other honors recognizing
a dedicated Highty-Tighty who lost his life in the tragedy of
April 16, 2007.  It was an honor and a privilege for me to pre-
side over this particular meeting, and it was particularly sig-
nificant to me, since I also had the honor of passing the office
of president of our organization on to Bert Kinzey, HT ‘68, in
the process.

It has been a real privilege for me to serve as president
for approximately six years, and I thank you alumni for it.  I
want you to know that I am excited about the prospects of
what Bert will be doing for the HTA as he assumes the office.
Bert has already done a great deal for our organization in the
short time he has been on the board.  He has improved the
newsletter significantly, created the Highty-Tighty Alumni pin,
created the e-mail version of the newsletter called the
Highty-Tighty Half-Notes, not to mention his funding of the
annual scholarship honoring Major Jim Schaeffer for quite a
number of years now.  Bert lives in Blacksburg, is medically
retired, is very close to the Band, the commandant and his
staff, has a vision for the Highty-Tighty Alumni, and most
importantly, loves the Highty-Tighties.  I hope you will give
him your full and enthusiastic support as we push ahead in
pursuit of an active band that is more than 144 strong.  

This can happen, alumni!  I believe the Band is ready to
move on to new heights in their pursuit of excellence.  Let me
tell you why I believe this from the perspective of one who
has watched the Band for more than a couple of decades
now… ie:  "Old Dude".

When I was in the Band in the late sixties, we were
strong, and we were IT.  There were no MVs to compete with,
and we prided ourselves on having a bit of a rebel spirit in our
dealings with the University and especially the Corps.  I don't
think this was necessarily a bad thing at the time.  We were
good and were encouraged to express that confidence by
doing things "our way," at least up to a point.  Over the years
the Band has faced some very serious challenges, and that
rebel spirit evolved through those difficult years to eventual-
ly become more of a hindrance than a help to their success.
We have seen people get way out in left field with the rebel

thing from time to time, to the point that they risked going to
jail or jeopardizing the very existence of the Highty-Tighties.
Sometimes there seemed to be an attitude of being different
for the sake of being different.

Contrast this with what we see today.  The Band still has
some difficulty putting the kind of numbers on the field that
they would like, but a primary reason has to do with so many
of the seniors taking leadership positions in the Corps.  They
can't play trumpet and march with battalion staff at the same
time.  The leadership in the Band really "gets it" these days
and the commandant and his staff are very enthusiastic
about the way Band Company handles itself.  The result?
Take a look at the youtube films you can access on our web-
site and you be the judge.  The Highty-Tighties have moved
their focus from being rebels to being leaders and it is work-
ing!  Colonel Payne told me at homecoming that with the
improved retention we are seeing today, we could actually
see the band 150 strong in the next three to five years!  I'm
ready!  

So watch for new initiatives from the board and keep up
the great support you have been providing for so many
years.  Let us know when you have ideas, come join us on
the board if you have some time, and thanks again for the
opportunity to be of service to a great group of folks.  

Best Regards,
George McMichael  HT ‘70 

Highty-Tighty Alumni,

For the past six years, George McMichael has served as
President of the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc.  As I now take his
place in that position, I express my thanks to George for his
devotion to the Highty-Tighties and our alumni organization.
George displayed a very personal love for the Band and all
that it represents.  On our behalf, he gave what he called a
“collective hug” to the La Porte family as we honored them
and their son, Matt, at the homecoming banquet.  His entire
involvement with the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc. has been one
that reflected far more than a business-like approach to per-
forming his duties as president.  Everything he did was done
with passion and much personal affection for the organiza-
tion and everyone in it.  Simply stated, George’s heart was at
the center of all he did in his six years as president, just as it
is in all he does in life.  As so many of us do, George recog-
nizes what being in the Highty-Tighties has meant to him in
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come to seriously consider coming up with a design that
could be learned and executed easily within the 8-10 p.m.
rehearsal at Rector.

Since homecoming, the Highty-Tighties have been
going strong performing for various organizations both on
and off campus.  The jazz combo, lead by Cadet Harold
Good, performed for the Corps Homecoming dinner on
September 21st at the German Club.  What a great job the
Band did at a tailgate party, playing Happy Birthday and Tech
Triumph for a Tech alumnus.  On October 6, they welcomed
back the cadets and staff that participated in the Caldwell
March.  They also performed for prospective cadets and their
parents on October 13th at the Open House event at Burruss
Auditorium.  On October 16, both the Marching Virginians
and the Highty-Tighties supported the event, VT-ENGAGE,
on the Drillfield, and on October 17th, the Band played for
the grand opening of a local music store.  October 20th was
the Virginia Tech Campaign Kickoff.  Kudos go to the brass
quintet for their outstanding performance at that event.

You all know our performance at the Macy’s Parade in
New York was an outstanding success.  I am proud of the
Band’s superb performance in front of a national audience.

than ever.  I was delighted to see those who joined us for the
first time since their graduation.  The response from the cur-
rent band members was nothing but positive.  The number
on the football field was among the highest ever, reaching
almost 200.  Our goal now is to surpass the 200 mark next
year.

There has been interest expressed in extending our
combined pregame performance by adding one additional
song.  We want a piece that is not too difficult and at the
same time not too elementary.  Please submit your recom-
mendations directly to me at gmcneill@vt.edu.  Here is
another change I want to propose.  We have consistently
done the same show for many years and I feel the time has

Let's make homecom-
ing even bigger and better
next year! This year's
homecoming celebration
was clearly the best in all
of my seventeen years as
director.  Setting aside the
equipment situation, the
rehearsal went off better

DIRECTOR’S DOWNBEAT
By Major George McNeill, V irginia Militia

THANKS EARL!!!

Earl Wheeler , HT ‘75, saw a need and took action in a fine
spirit of Ut Prosim.  The Highty-T ighty Alumni Band
drum line uses drums and pieces of drums that the pres -
ent Highty-T ighties no longer use.  Earl saw that these
drums were in poor shape and didn’ t look very profes -
sional.  So Earl purchased a lot of vintage parts from the
1960’s and 1970’ s, mostly from E-Bay , and rebuilt snare
drums, tenor drums, and a bass drum, all now used by
the Highty-T ighty Alumni Band.  Six were donated to the
Band for general use, while the others are used by Earl,
his son, and other Highty-T ighty alumni.  In addition to
the considerable amount of time he spent working on
the drums, Earl spent about $1,950.00 of his own money
for the replacement parts and new slings for the drums
donated to the Band.  Be sure to thank Earl for his ef forts
the next time you see him.

his life, and he had a desire to give back to the Band through
his service.  Thank you, George, for what you did and for the
passion and love with which you did it.

In looking ahead, I think it is also good to first look back.
The Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc., was formed at a time when
things looked bleak for the Regimental Band and the entire
Corps of Cadets.  Simply put, there was a real question of
whether either would survive much longer as part of Virginia
Tech.  Through the leadership of Charles Cornelison and oth-
ers, we got through those critical days, and we did survive.
Hopefully, we will never face that challenge again.

Our purpose, as stated in our by-laws is to “promote and
preserve the fraternal, educational, musical, and leadership
qualities embodied in the Virginia Tech Regimental Band
through the constructive, organized efforts of its alumni.”
More simply stated, we support the Band.  I believe it is time
for our organization to become more dynamic in fulfilling our
stated purpose.  After coming out of that survival mode, we
really have not seriously rethought what we should be doing
now to effectively move forward with our stated purpose.

One alumnus told me that the only thing we could do is
ask for money.  While financial support is essential through
giving as outlined on page 13, it is far from all we can do.  I
see opportunities to become actively involved in recruiting
and public information.  We can take effective action to
increase the number of Highty-Tighties, as we have talked
about for so long, and actually make it happen.  We can help
spread the word about the Band in ways that can bring them
recognition and opportunities to perform which they deserve.

I have some specific ideas that I will be sharing at the
next board meeting, and I ask not only the board members,
but all Highty-Tighty alumni to come up with ideas of their
own that will help us work together to fulfill that purpose of
supporting the Band more effectively than ever before.  I wel-

come and solicit the suggestions and the active participation
from everyone who has a desire to support the Highty-
Tighties in all that they do.

The spirit of the Highty-Tighty family has grown over the
past year with better communication through the Half-Notes
and the feedback they generate.  That spirit was exemplified
by numerous alumni following the tragedy on April 16.  We
need to build on our family spirit and support the Band as
only a family can.  I look forward to serving with alumni and
friends who want to make a difference, and I am optimistic in
what we can accomplish.  After all, the Highty-Tighties are
much more than just a band!

Bert Kinzey, HT ‘68
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THE CLASS OF 1957
JOINS THE OLD GUARD

by Ken Ellis, HT ‘57

Introduction by Harry Johnson, HT ‘68

Virginia Tech honors the Class of '57 this weekend.
Several Highty-Tighties from that class, just inducted into the
Old Guard, are with us here today.  They entered college in
September 1953.  Dwight Eisenhower had been President
since January.  We recall that our Band won first place in his
inaugural parade.  The Korean War ended in July 1953, leav-
ing only a Cold War.  The campus was under construction
during most of the mid-50's, as many old structures came
down and the Mall and the War Memorial began to emerge.
Dr. Walter Newman was the Tech President.   Here's a short
account of the four years of the Class of '57. 

During their freshman year in '53-'54, Bill Powell was
Commander.  Tom Hanson was XO, and Charles Morgan
was the Drum Major.  The '54 Ring Dance, honoring the
Class of '55, saw the second debut of "Moonlight and VPI,"
written by Fred Waring and Charles Gaynor in a reprise of a
song used at the 1942 Ring Dance.  Both CBS and NBC tel-
evision broadcast parts of the '54 Ring Dance.

Bob Jepson was Commander in '54-'55 for two quarters,
followed by Pete Lotts, the starting XO, and Stan Bateman
was Drum Major.  In '54, Tech went undefeated in football for
the first time since 1918.  Sources credit George Keller of
this class with devising the first expansion drills, what have
been called "Get Lost" movements.

Bruce McFadden was Commander in '55-56.  Bill
Johnson was the Executive Officer and Don Torbert was
Drum Major.  They recalled most fondly long-time director
Tom Dobyns and how hard and well he worked all four of
their years.  They also recalled the annual game before
Thanksgiving in Roanoke against then arch-rival VMI, which
was a tradition that included the ride to and from the game
on the "Huckleberry" antique train that used to run to
Blacksburg then back up for the return trip.

Ken Ellis was Commander in '56-'57.  Bill Shiner was the
Executive Officer, and Nick Valdrighi was the Drum Major.  In
addition to a memorable football season with a 7-2-1 record,
the Band once again captured National honors at the second
Eisenhower Inaugural Parade.  A rising star, Dr. T. Marshall
Hahn, head of the Physics Department, brought a first-in-the-
nation nuclear reactor simulator to campus, raising concerns
about controlling both nuclear reactors and nuclear physi-
cists.  This class, like all Tech classes, enjoyed successful
careers in the Federal service, in industry, in private enter-
prises, and as owners of their own businesses.

Here is Ken Ellis to introduce his class.

I'd like to introduce each member of our class who could
make it today.  Please join me (or stand ) as your name is
called.  Nick Valdrighi, Bill Shiner, Tom McDaniel, Tom
Higgins, Jim Nolen, Ray Reed, Pat Terry, and Bill Owens.

First of all, we all want to thank you for having us here
today! We’ve waited a long time for this opportunity!

When we entered Tech in 1953 and joined the Highty-
Tighties, we were impressed by the dedication of the per-
sonnel and the fierce pride of the unit. The many men and
women that have been proud to call themselves Highty-
Tighties over the years have honored that legacy.  I see
those same qualities today, and it is the reason that we all
are very proud to have been part of this fine unit.  

Harry asked me to collect some class memories that we
had during our time here at Tech.  I won't try to entertain you
with a litany of events that the Class of ‘57 experienced;
there are too many.  I'm sure that each and every class has
special memories of their accomplishments and things that
happened during their tenure, and we are no different.  The
public things are a matter of record and of course are treas-
ured by us all.  The many everyday happenings are individ-
ual experiences, not necessarily shared by all.  At this point
in our lives, they, at times, easily slip our minds but still are
very special.  I'm talking about things like concert trips to var-
ious women's colleges, riding the Huckleberry train to
Roanoke for the Thanksgiving game with VMI, the thrill that
you get (or I got) when the first drum beat started a parade
or halftime show, and outside practices when we had to hum
the music because it was cold enough to freeze instruments.
There are many others of course.  These are all simple
things but are an important part of each of our personal expe-
rience at Virginia Tech and helped prepare us for future life
challenges.  

I hope that you too can look back in the years to come
with equally fond memories. 

The Highty-Tighties are a justifiably proud and strong
organization.  The way that you have handled adversity in
the recent past and your continuing focus on personal and
organizational excellence makes us all proud.  Keep up the
good work!   

Again, we appreciate this very special recognition and
honor and for allowing us to share this time with you.

This is the Highty-T ighty monogram as
worn on the sweaters of the Class of
1957 and other classes in the mid-to-late
1950s.  Earlier monograms had a musi -
cal bell lyre symbol instead of the word,
“BAND,” (Photo by Bert Kinzey)

Ken Ellis, Highty-T ighty Class of 1957,
speaks to the present band members
and the alumni at this year ’s homecom -
ing banquet.  Ken was Band Company
Commander his senior year .  (Photo by
Rock Roszak)
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The Highty-T ighties and the Highty-
Tighty Alumni Band practice their
staggered counter-march in the
Rector Field House the Friday night
before homecoming.  It only takes an
hour or so to get things ready for the
next day .  Once you learn how to
march as a Highty-T ighty , you never
forget!  Each year , as we go to our
seats in the stadium after our per -
formance, fans ask Highty-T ighty
alumni how long we practiced our
show .  When we tell them we had
only one practice the night before,
they are amazed, and we usually
hear something like, “It looks like
you have been doing it all your life!”
(Photo by Bert Kinzey)

Left:  As he has since the band was
first formed, Dr . Chris Bise, HT ‘72,
leads the Highty-T ighty Alumni Band
through the streets of Blacksburg
during the homecoming parade.
(Photo by Lynda Kinzey)

Below:  The pregame show with the
present band looked superb this
year.  Tech fans always express
great appreciation for both bands at
the parade and in the stadium, and
anyone with a pulse has to feel some
chills during the performances.  If
you have not joined us in the past,
be sure to be with us for homecom -
ing 2008!  (Photo by Lynda Kinzey)
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This year ’s Highty-T ighty homecom -
ing banquet was attended in greater
numbers than ever before, with the
room in Owens Hall filled to capaci -
ty.  About half of the three hundred
attendees are visible in this photo,
and it marked the first time that
alumni mentors were able to meet
with  their freshmen.  While the event
is the annual general meeting of the
Highty-T ighty Alumni, Inc., it is also
a family experience when the cadets
of today’ s Highty-T ighties get to
spend time with those who have pre -
ceded them in the ranks and files of
the Regimental Band.  This feeling of
being a family was even more
noticeable this year in the wake of
the tragedy in April.  (Photo by Bert
Kinzey)

These Highty-T ighties take the mean -
ing of family to another and more lit -
eral level.  All have brothers, sisters,
parents, or children who have been
in the Regimental Band at some time.
There is even one grandfather in this
photo.  But these are far from all of
the family members who have been
in the Band over the years.  Anyone
who has had more than one family
member in the Highty-T ighties is
asked to e-mail the newsletter editor
at bertkinzey@verizon.net and tell
your story about your family’ s partic -
ipation in the Band.  If possible, send
a photo showing both or all of your
family’ s Highty-T ighties.  (Photo by
Bert Kinzey)

President Emeritus, Charles Cornelison, and the new
president, Bert Kinzey , congratulate outgoing president
George McMichael on his contributions to the Highty-
Tighty Alumni, Inc. for six years.  George was presented
with a plaque and received a standing ovation from
those present for his ef forts.  (Photo by Rock Roszak)

Cadet Corporal Kimberly V owell was awarded the Jim
Schaef fer Memorial Scholarship, presented during each
homecoming banquet to the outstanding sophomore in
the Band.  This scholarship has been sponsored for
twelve years by Bert Kinzey , HT ‘68 and his wife Lynda
in honor of the former director .   (Photo by Lynda Kinzey)
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REMEMBERING 
MATTHEW J. LA PORTE, HT ‘09

George McMichael presented a specially designed case
to the La Porte family .  In it were the flag given to Matt’ s
family during his military funeral and a proclamation
making him a posthumous member of the Highty-T ighty
Alumni, Inc.  (Photo by Rock Roszak)

Cadet Nathan Boggs was Matt La Porte’ s roommate.  He
presented Priscilla, Matt’ s sister , with a flag that had
flown over the U. S. Capitol in honor of her brother .  He
said that losing a close friend was the one thing that
could make a Marine cry .  (Photo by Rock Roszak)

Other victims of the shooting in April
were awarded their diplomas in May
at the usual time of graduation.
However , the La Portes honored us
by asking that Matt’ s diploma be
awarded at the Highty-T ighty home -
coming banquet.  The diploma, rep -
resenting a BA in Political Science
and a minor in French, was present -
ed by Professor Ilja Luciak of the
Department of Social Sciences.  His
department lost nine students on
April 16.  In presenting the diploma,
Professor Luciak stated that Matt
was an enthusiastic leader , and he
also said that his department looked
to cadets for their outstanding lead -
ership.  (Photo by Rock Roszak)

This year , the Highty-T ighty homecoming banquet was
an extra special event as Matthew La Porte was honored
and remembered.  Matt’ s mother , Mrs. Barbara La Porte,
spoke first.  Her talk about her son, which she called,
“Music is Life,” was a beautiful tribute to Matt and all
that he was about.  Following her talk, the Band pre -
sented a video, created by Bonnie Evangelista, which
showed Matt while he was a member of the Band.  Those
who wish to see the video can do so on the Band’ s web -
site at www .vtcc.vt.edu/unithomes/ht/index/htm  (Photo
by Rock Roszak)
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AN OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE
AT THE MACY’S PARADE

Above:  The Highty-T ighties perform
one of their many counter-marches
as they move down the 2.5-mile
parade route in New York City .
Marching and playing for more than
three million people in New York,
and many millions more on nation -
wide television, carried by both CBS
and NBC, the Highty-T ighties proud -
ly and superbly represented the vic -
tims of the April 16th tragedy ,
Virginia T ech, the Corps of Cadets,
and themselves in a manner that
made us all very proud of them.
More coverage was also provided on
ABC’ s national news that night.
(Photo by Cathy Coggin)

Center: As they have all semester , the Highty-T ighties
marched with a hole in the center of the second rank as
a missing man formation for Matthew La Porte.  For this
parade, the empty space honored not only Matt, but all
of the victims lost on April 16. The vacant spot can be
seen just behind the trombone player at the center of the
photo.  The perfect thirty-inch pace and the attention to
alignment results in excellent diagonals.  This produces
a level of marching precision that no other college band
can match.  (Photo by Cathy Coggin)

Left:  Band Company Commander Mark Amos and Drum
Major John Cook look very fresh and sharp after getting
up at 0230 hours prior to the parade.  (Photo by Cathy
Coggin)
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NOTES FROM THE
PRESENT BAND

by Cadet Major Mark Amos

From the
Commander

The Highty-Tighties have once again met the challenge
of a busy fall semester.  It is hard for me to believe that this
is the fourth and last football season that my buds and I will
experience here at Tech.  I can vividly remember the excite-
ment of marching into Lane Stadium for the first time, and the
thrill of performing before our fans has not diminished since
then.

While in some respects each football season seems the
same, this year has had its own unique aspects.  Our first
show was a combined performance with the Marching
Virginians in memory of the victims of last spring's tragedy.  I
feel that I can speak for the entire Band when I say that it was
a very moving and emotional event.  The game against
William and Mary was also the first of its kind as the Virginia
Tech Corps of Cadets alumni marched onto the field as we
performed.  It was great to hear the crowd's support for those
who have come before us in the Corps.  This year's home-
coming game brought the most Highty-Tighties on the field
that I have seen, with nearly two hundred current Bandsmen
and alumni marching  in the pre-game show!

The Band also continues to perform at many venues off
the football field and parade deck.  The first this year was the
dedication of the April 16th Memorial on the Drillfield.  I
encourage anyone who has not done so to pay a visit to
Blacksburg to see this beautiful memorial.  There are thirty-
two Hokie Stones placed to honor the victims, including one
for our very own, Cadet Matthew La Porte, Highty-Tighty
Class of 2009.

There were ninety-seven Highty-Tighties in Band
Company for the football shows, but with the return of those
serving in Regimental and Battalion positions, we marched
over a hundred on the streets of New York for the Macy's
Thanksgiving Parade.  But doing the Macy’s Parade was
much more than simply going to New York and marching
down the streets.  Preparing for the show included filming our
stage "show" for approval by the parade committee long
before the trip was made.  I have no doubt that the commit-
tee did not have to think twice about our submission once
they saw the Highty-Tighties march.  We continued to prac-
tice and perfect our drill right up until the day before we left
on the buses, and the result was seen by all on Thanksgiving
Day.

This year I have looked back on my time at Tech and
realized how appreciative I am of the great experiences the
Corps and Band have provided me.  I know that I am better
prepared for active duty because of my time here, and I look
forward to joining the ranks of those who claim VPI as their
Alma Mater.

HIGHTY-TIGHTY SENIORS - CLASS OF 2008
Fall Semester 2007

Cadet Major Mark R. Amos.... ........................................................Commander
Cadet Captain John B. Cook...........................................................Drum Major
Cadet Captain Anthony R. LaVopa..........................................Executive Officer 
Cadet Captain Joseph V. Dressel.........................Corps Only Executive Officer
Cadet 1LT Leif E. Alleman................................................Executive Committee
Cadet 1LT Jennifer L. Henszey.........................................Executive Committee
Cadet 1LT Nicole M. Hernandez..............................................Retention Officer
Cadet 1LT Alexander K. Landrum........................................2nd Platoon Leader
Cadet 1LT Alexander J. Pombar...........................................1st Platoon Leader
Cadet 2LT Andrew C. Baum.............................No Position Presently Assigned
Cadet 2LT Matthew J. Botulinski.............................................Recruiting Officer
Cadet 2LT Randy J. Coggin................................................Performance Officer
Cadet 2LT Bonnie S. Evangelista.......................................Public Affairs Officer
Cadet 2LT Adam C. Gehlert..............................No Position Presently Assigned
Cadet 2LT Katelyn R. Rost....................................................Operations Officer
Cadet 2LT Alisha R. Temples................................................Academics Officer
Cadet 2LT Amanda E. Woolverton...................No Position Presently Assigned

HIGHTY-TIGHTY SENIORS ASSIGNED OUTSIDE THE BAND

Cadet LTC Jonathan E. Kaczanoski.....................Regimental Executive Officer
Cadet LTC Dustin R. Siddle....................................Third Battalion Commander
Cadet MAJ Brian A. Alberts................................Regimental Operations Officer
Cadet MAJ Krista H. Beernink.........................Third Battalion Executive Officer
Cadet MAJ Ryan J. Easton.......................................Regimental Supply Officer
Cadet MAJ Megan A. Vance................................Alpha Company Commander
Cadet CPT Branden A. Alvey.........................................Third Battalion Adjutant
Cadet CPT Joshua T. Balden........................Third Battalion Academics Officer
Cadet CPT Edmund C. Jong.....Regimental Recruiting Officer & Drum Captain
Cadet CPT Corinthian G. Kelly.............................Kilo Battery Executive Officer
Cadet CPT Nicholas D. McCarty................Third Battalion Public Affairs Officer
Cadet Captain Sean T. Penczak...........................Regimental Retention Officer
Cadet Captain Andrew G. Steenbuck............Regimental Information Systems

Officer & Brass Captain
Cadet 2LT Nicholas M. Valerio..........................No Position Currently Assigned

The Highty-T ighty Brass Quintet plays at the Comman-
dant’ s Christmas cof fee.  The quintet also played at four
other venues that morning, and the Highty-T ighty Jazz
Ensemble joined them at the cof fee.  (Photo by Bert
Kinzey)
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The Regimental Band continues to produce outstanding
cadets who serve in leadership positions throughout the
Corps of Cadets.  During the fall semester , thirteen
Highty-T ighties served in regimental and battalion staf f
positions, as well as the Alpha Company Commander
and Kilo Battery Executive Of ficer .  In the coming spring
semester , Highty-T ighties will again hold numerous
important leadership and staf f positions including
Regimental Commander , Regimental Executive Of ficer ,
Third Battalion CO, and Third Battalion XO.  From left to
right, Randy Coggin, who did an outstanding job as the
Performance Of ficer this semester , will become the
Third Battalion Executive Of ficer .  Mark Amos will be the
Third Battalion Commander , while  Anthony LaV opa will
be the Band Company Commander .  Alex Pombar will be
the Regimental Executive Of ficer , and Krista Beernink
will be the Band’ s XO.  Dustin Siddle will take the top
leadership position in the Corps as the Regimental
Commander .  (Photo by Bonnie Evangelista)

I imagine the freshman class is already thinking about
their senior year like my buds and I did when we were fresh-
men.  It is really shocking to finally see if the Highty-Tighty
Class of 2008 ended up where we thought we would end up
three years ago as freshmen.  I do not think anyone would
have ever guessed that John Cook was going to lead the
Band as Drum Major or that Mark Amos was going to come
through the ranks and become Band Company Commander.
It is amazing to finally see what cards my buds and I have
been dealt in our senior year.  This has been quite a year so
far, and the Band's success can be accredited to a number
of individuals.  

First, the performance staff this year is the most creative
and attentive group of bandsmen you will come across.  The
Performance Officer, Randy Coggin, has raised the perform-
ance standard to a new level for future Highty-Tighties to
meet.  His addition of the "oblique" has added a unique fea-
ture to the Highty-Tighty repertoire of marching maneuvers.
Shows this year have caught everybody's eye, and this
maneuver particularly has given the band the opportunity to

do more clever and exciting moves on the field.  I can not
think of another person who works harder to make this Band
look Highty-Tighty.  

In addition to impressive pre-game shows, numerous
alumni and spectators have commented repeatedly on how
great the Band looked so early in the year.  Thanks to the dili-
gence of all the section leaders and the thoroughness of the
performance assistants, Lincoln Nesbit and Rob Hodgson,
the Band has worked twice as hard to arrive at our present
level of performance.  Fundamental exercises, including high
mark-time and four-count turn drills, may seem like a nui-
sance at band practice, but the Band Staff will assure you
they are simply basic exercises that make the Band look
even better.  With limited time to practice as a band, Band
Staff has ensured that practices are run smoothly and effi-
ciently.

With every year that passes, it seems that the Highty-
Tighty schedule gets busier and busier.  This year is no
exception to that pattern.  It wasn’t until October that  bands-
men had an open weekend for themselves.  With seven
home football games, pep rallies, pass in reviews, parades,
and homecoming weekend, the Band has kept themselves
quite busy. Between practices and other various commit-
ments, it seems like there is no time left in the day for any-
thing else.  During these hectic and demanding times, the
Band displays a distinctive sense of Ut Prosim that would
make anybody proud as we press forward.

Despite the time constraints, the Band has remained
focused and motivated.  Practice for the Macy's Day Parade
began more than a month before the trip to New York, and
the Band worked harder than ever to prepare to represent
Virginia Tech at this nationally televised event.  The result
was a performance that brought a rousing standing ovation
at Macy’s and much praise from our alumni and supporters.

Expectations are high, and the Band has surely made a
sharp impression on how we want the year to continue.
Things are only going to get more challenging, and I cannot
think of a better group of people more prepared for the next
semester than the Highty-Tighties.  One thing is for sure this
year; the Highty-Tighties are going to make history.

From the Public Affairs Officer
Cadet 2LT Bonnie Evangelista
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THE ALUMNI-FRESHMAN
MENTOR PROGRAM

by Cadet Capt ain Anthony LaV opa, 
Executive Officer

As a freshmen, I remember the first time I experienced
Highty-Tighty homecoming.  I thought to myself, “Why would
a bunch of “old” guys and gals come back to march with us?”
At the end of last year when the command slate was
announced, and I was privileged enough to be the Executive
Officer for this semester, I knew I had a tough job ahead.
Once some of my buds from other companies found out they
were XOs, we had a few discussions on ideas we had to train
the freshmen.  We knew we had to teach them the basics:
drill, room requirements, uniforms, and other military lifestyle
basics.  However, being the Band Company XO, I had an
additional responsibility.  How was I going to teach the fresh-
men what it meant to be a Highty-Tighty?  I had done it a
year earlier with my buds as a cadre sergeant, but how
would I do it again this year?  What did I do last year that
made them understand this idea?  It was then that the
Highty-Tighty mentor program was born.

When the incoming Commander, Drum Major, and
myself had dinner with Mr. Kinzey in the spring, I initially pre-
sented the idea to him, and we decided to use the summer
to come up with the outline of the program.  What would the
purpose of this program be?  How could we use it as a learn-
ing tool and use it effectively to enhance the training the
freshmen were receiving daily from their cadre?  What could
the alumni add to the freshmen training that we as cadre
could not?  The answer was their experiences after they had
graduated.  Mr. Kinzey told the freshmen last year that it
wasn’t until he had left campus and was an Army officer did
he realize the true value of being a Highty-Tighty and how it

had changed his entire life.  If the other alumni could do the
same, then the program was worth a shot.  Maybe this is why
they kept coming back to march with us at homecoming.

Over the summer, as I spent a month away from home
on cruise with the Navy, I heard lots of sea stories.  Some
may have stretched the truth a little, but nevertheless, they
were still interesting.  It was then I figured out what an impor-
tant part of the mentor program would be, sharing experi-
ences.  Although the freshmen had many interesting stories
they could hear from the alumni about the “Old Corps,” the
alumni had an opportunity to hear about what the current
Band was like and how it was different from their days.  It
would be through the sharing of stories and experiences that
the freshmen would have the opportunity to better under-
stand what this organization is all about.  It is more than a
group of people who play instruments or march in a forma-
tion, it is a family.  In addition, another requirement of the
program was that mentors would be able to make it to cam-
pus at least once a semester to meet with their freshmen.  It
is this interaction that I hoped would create a strong bond
between the mentors and their freshmen.

The purpose of the program is to strengthen the rela-
tionship between the alumni and the current band, particu-
larly the freshmen class.  If the freshmen could see the value
that the alumni hold for the Band, then it would be an impor-
tant tool in the retention efforts for the Band.  LTC Payne has
told the Band many times that it “sets the standard for the
rest of the Regiment.”  There is nothing that I could be more
proud of.  Deeds Not Words.

Highty-T ighty alumni mentors pose
with their freshmen following the
homecoming banquet.  This is the
first year for the mentor program,
started by Cadet LaV opa, and it is
working out well.  It helps new fresh -
man feel like they are a welcome
part of the Highty-T ighty family .
Alumni who would like to be men -
tors for freshmen in the class of
2012, which will arrive in August
2008, should contact Bert Kinzey ,
the alumni mentor coordinator , at
bertkinzey@verizon.net.  Require-
ments to be a mentor include having
graduated from T ech at least five
years ago and the ability to visit your
freshman at least once each semes -
ter.  (Photo by Lynda Kinzey)
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To honor Matthew J. La Porte, Highty-T ighty , Class of 2009, who was killed in the tragedy of
April 16, 2007, an endowed memorial scholarship fund in his name has been authorized by his
parent s, and this fund will be used for Emerging Leader Scholarship s awarded to members of
the Highty-T ighties.  W e have to step up the giving to this fund and show our support for hon -
oring the memory of this fine young Highty-T ighty .  In this spirit, your Board of Directors has
determined that this is now our top priority for funding.  Contributions should be made to the
“V irginia T ech Foundation” with the not ation to read “VTCC Matthew J. La Porte Scholarship,
Acct #  860068.”  Checks should be mailed to:  University Development (0336), ATTN:  Dave
Spracher , Virginia T ech, Blacksburg, V A 24061.

Our long term goal remains const ant:  field a band of at least 144 cadet s.  This will require
recruiting at least fif ty new freshmen each and every year .  To accomplish this we have found
over the years that scholarship s are the key to success.  W e need to step up and fund the
Emerging Leader Scholarship (ELS) for every qualifying bandsman, and we must provide every
entering freshman cadet assigned to the Band a $1,000 stipend.  Our endowed account s are
growing but we have a long way to go.  There are five account s beyond the Matthew J. La Porte
Memorial Scholarship Fund that the Board of Directors urges you to continue to support.  They
are:

- The Jim Schaeffer Memorial Endowment (883821) to fund the freshman stipend that is critical
to annual enrollment.

- The Tom Dobyns Memorial Scholarship Fund (883926) is an Emerging Leader Scholarship.
ELS is the number one recruiting tool across the V irginia T ech Corp s of Cadet s.

- The Charles O. Cornelison Scholarship Fund (885617) also funds the ELS.

- The Corp s of Cadet s Immediate Needs (881849) is a non-endowed account that provides for
the operational needs of the V irginia T ech Corp s of Cadet s and the Highty-T ighties.

- The Jim Schaeffer Memorial Scholarship (881643).  This scholarship, honoring Director Jim
Schaeffer and the traditions and values he brought to the Highty-T ighties, is awarded annually
at the Highty-T ighty homecoming banquet to the out standing sophomore in the Regiment al
Band.  Since it s beginning, this scholarship has been funded by Bert Kinzey , HT ‘68, and his
wife, L ynda.  But now it is time to have this scholarship endowed so that it may remain a per -
manent award to honor Jim Schaeffer and the out standing cadet s chosen to receive it.

Thank you for your support!

From Dave W illiams, HT ‘79, VP for Highty-T ighty Development

INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF THE HIGHTY-TIGHTIES!

Remember your days at T ech,
and how important the Highty-T ighties were to you?  W e ask that you

invest in the Regimental Band so that future
generations can have a similar experience.
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HISTORY NOTES
by Bert Kinzey

The Band in the S panish-American W ar
Part 1 - The Band V olunteers

This photograph shows twenty-one
of the twenty-five members of the
Regimental Band of the Second
Virginia V olunteers.  These included
fifteen members of the VPI Cadet
Band who dropped out of school so
they could serve on active duty dur -
ing the Spanish-American W ar.  The
man standing to the far right is
James Patton Harvey , the Cadet
Band’ s first director , who also
resigned from the college to remain
with the majority of his cadets.  The
band also included four alumni and
five Blacksburg residents who had
been in the Glade Cornet Band.  This
civilian band had previously been
hired by the college to provide music
for the Corps when needed.  After no
longer being hired by the college,
starting in 1892, the Glade Cornet
Band continued to play concerts for
several years in the Blacksburg area.
(Virginia T ech Special Collections)

Editor’s Note:  This is the third in a series of articles about the
history of the Cadet Band that is known today as the Highty-
Tighties.  The purpose of this series is to provide an accurate
record of the Band’s proud and amazing history.  During
research for this article about the Band’s participation in the
Spanish-American War, it became apparent that it would
have to be presented in more than one part, due to the space
limitations in the newsletter.  This first part covers how the
V.P.I. Cadet Band volunteered to become the Regimental
Band for the Second Virginia Regiment.  The information
presented here was taken from The Bugle’ s Echo, V olume
1 by Harry Temple, V.P.I. ‘34.  For those desiring more infor-
mation about this part of the history of the Regimental Band,
Colonel Temple’s outstanding and meticulously researched
work is enthusiastically recommended.

When the U. S. Army started mobilizing for war with
Spain, 1LT David Carey Shanks, Jr. was ordered to join his
regiment.  At the time, he was serving as the commandant of
the V. P. I. Corps of Cadets with the rank of colonel in the
Virginia Militia.  Appeals to keep Shanks at V.P.I. failed, and
the Cadet Band serenaded him at his quarters near the First
Academic Building on the evening of April 18, 1898, playing
Dixie, A Soldier’s Dream, and other songs.  Shanks was to

report to Camp Lee in Richmond as Mustering-in-Officer to
receive State Volunteer Forces, and he would play an impor-
tant part in the Cadet Band’s participation in the war effort.
Before his departure, the Corps presented him with an
engraved sword and two Army revolvers with holsters.

At the time, each state had an active and a reserve mili-
tia.  The active militia consisted of units already formed,
armed, and equipped, while the reserves were simply all
male residents of the state who were of military age.  Among
the active militia units in Virginia were four regiments and two
battalions of infantry, one artillery battalion, and two cavalry
troops.  The corps of cadets at both V.P.I. and V.M.I. were
also part of Virginia’s active militia.

On April 19, the Adjutant General of Virginia issued
General Orders directing all active units of the Virginia Militia
to ascertain which of their officers and men would volunteer
for Federal service.  The response was almost unanimous.
On April 20, the Corps of Cadets at V.P.I. voted unanimously
to send the Governor of Virginia a letter volunteering the
entire Corps to Federal service and asking that 1LT Shanks
serve as their commandant.  One of the cadets signing this
letter was the commander of Battery E, Cadet Captain Jullian
Ashby Burruss, who would later become the president of
V.P.I. and for whom Burruss Hall is named.
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The Corps was turned down by the Governor who
expressed his appreciation for their patriotism.  In an editori-
al in the Gray Jacket, an indignant response to the Governor
stated that the Corps had been allowed to show their patriot-
ism, but it was too bad that they would not be permitted to
display their bravery.  Subsequently, a false rumor spread
across campus that Battery E would be called to service, and
a considerable number of cadets applied for transfer from the
infantry companies to the battery before this proved to be a
hoax.  It should be noted that, in those days, the spirit of vol-
unteerism in time of war was far different than it is today.  An
article in the Roanoke Times on April 27, 1898, stated that it
would have been far easier for Virginia to raise 6,000 volun-
teers than the 3,000 that had been requested.  The problem
was who would not go rather than who would.

Among those selected to go were the Second, Third,
and Fourth Regiments of Virginia Volunteers who were
ordered to report to Camp Lee where 1LT Shanks awaited
them for processing into service.  The Second Regiment was
the first of these to achieve full strength and report.  As they
did, Shanks was promoted to the rank of Major and reas-
signed to the Second Regiment.

While this was happening, The War Department author-
ized twenty-four-piece bands (plus a director) for each vol-
unteer infantry regiment.  Major Shanks wrote to his friend,
James Patton Harvey, the director of the Cadet Band back at
V.P.I.  In his letter, Shanks asked Harvey to “prevail upon his
band to join the Second Virginia Regiment” as its band.  This
request was faced with the problem that the Governor had
officially denied the participation of the V.P.I. Corps of Cadets
for the war mobilization.  So J. P. Harvey and most of the
Cadet Band did the only thing they could.  Fifteen of the
twenty-two band cadets, along with their director, resigned
from the college to join the Second Virginia Regiment as its
band.  Upon hearing about this decision, four alumni joined
the cadets as well.  Further, five members of the Glade
Cornet Band signed up as well.

The Glade Cornet Band, made up of Blacksburg resi-
dents, had been hired by the college between the years of
1881 and 1892 to play for the Corps at functions requiring
music.  This band had done an admirable job in this role, and
had formed a close bond to the Corps in the process, so it
was only natural that some of them wanted to join the cadets
heading for the Second Virginia Regiment.  

In the six years that had passed since the Glade Cornet
Band had last played for the Corps, they had continued to
play concerts in and around the Blacksburg area.  However,
when five of its eleven members departed with the cadets
and alumni, it proved to be a fatal blow to the organization.
Unable to replace its departed members, the Glade Cornet
Band was disbanded the following year in 1899.

It should also be noted that the resignations by the fif-
teen band cadets and their director prompted at least anoth-
er dozen cadets to resign from school to join the various
infantry units that had been activated.

Now designated the Regimental Band of the Second
Virginia Regiment, the band played a farewell concert in front
of Barracks Number 1 (Lane Hall) early on May 20.  They
played twelve pieces, beginning with Dixie and ending with
The Star Spangled Banner.  John M. McBride, President of
V.P.I., gave a speech for the band and those who had gath-
ered for the concert.  While he spoke, the ladies of
Blacksburg pinned boutonnieres on the coat of each bands-

man and give them a kiss on the cheek.  Reverend George
T. Gray, Senior Chaplain, offered a prayer.

The band then played as they marched from the campus
and up Main Street in Blacksburg.  Included in the music was
On to Cuba, and The Girl I Left Behind Me. Every house was
draped with an American flag, and the street was lined with
Confederate veterans who cheered the volunteers.  It must
be remembered that in 1898, the only American veterans liv-
ing in Virginia and elsewhere in the southern states were
those who had fought for the South in the War Between the
States.  But these veterans were now as loyal and patriotic to
the United States as any veterans anywhere.

Once on the outskirts of Blacksburg, carriages took the
band to the train station in Christiansburg where another
crowd waited to give them a rousing send-off.  The band
played for the enthusiastic crowd who gave them flowers and
cigars.  Finally, the train pulled out, leaving Christiansburg
behind, but at many of the stations along the way to
Richmond, other smaller crowds waited and cheered the
band as they passed through.

Back in Blacksburg, only a skeleton band remained on
campus.  The senior cadet, Cadet First Sergeant Frank
Clifton Carpenter, was promoted to Cadet Captain and given
command.  He was also appointed as the interim director.

It was late in the afternoon on May 20 when the train
with the band arrived at the Byrd Street station in Richmond.
There they were greeted by a detachment of Second
Regiment soldiers made up of V.P.I. alumni and led by Major
Shanks.  A group of Richmond residents were also on hand
to welcome the bandsmen.  The band formed up and
marched up Seventh Street to Broad Street.  Playing all the
way, they then turned up Broad Street and continued to the
fields of Camp Lee.

For their first night at Camp Lee, the band was quartered
in the auditorium where beds were provided, and each
bandsman was issued an Army blanket.  They were very
tired from a long day that had begun back in Blacksburg with
the concert in front of Barracks Number 1.  Most turned in
early that night.  The following day they were formally mus-
tered into the service of the United States Army by Major
Shanks.

This flag of the Second Regiment, V irginia V olunteers, is
on display in the W ar Memorial Chapel.  It recognizes the
spirit and service of the Cadet Band during the Spanish-
American W ar.  (Photo by Bert Kinzey)



Highty-Tighty Notes Fall 2006

Highty-T ighty Alumni, Inc.
143 Brodie Hall
Blacksburg, V irginia 24061

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage

PAID
Blacksburg, VA
Permit No. 28

Please forward any notes, articles, or other materials
for the HIGHTY-TIGHTY NOTES to:
Bert Kinzey, Editor
403 Hearthstone Drive
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

bertkinzey@verizon.net

For more information on the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc.
visit our web site at

www.hightytightyalumni.org

For more information on the present Highty-Tighties
visit their web site at 

www.vtcc.vt.edu/unithomes/ht/index.htm

HIGHTY-TIGHTY HALF-NOTES
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

The Highty-Tighty Half-Notes are periodic e-mails sent
to Highty-Tighty alumni and friends of the Band.  They are
intended to supplement the news included in the Highty-
Tighty Notes newsletter, which only comes out two times per
year. These e-mail updates include both photographs and
information about the present Band and the alumni.

At homecoming 2006, many attending Highty-Tighty
alumni signed up to receive the Half-Notes, and immediately
after the tragedy on campus, the number of alumni signing
up for these updates more than tripled as special editions of
the Half-Notes were passed around between classmates.

The list of Highty-Tighty alumni who receive the Half-
Notes is continually growing, but you must ask that your
name be added to the list of recipients.  If you would like to
receive these occasional e-mails with photographs and
updates about the Band’s activities as well as information
about alumni, please send your e-mail address and your
request to receive the Half-Notes to:

bertkinzey@verizon.net

The Highty-Tighty Half-Notes will be sent only to those
who request it, and you may discontinue receiving these e-
mails at any time simply by sending me an e-mail and asking
that your name be removed from the list.

For anyone who missed the Half-Notes sent out during
the two weeks following the tragedy at Virginia Tech, they are
posted on our website at www.hightytightyalumni.org.

Keep informed about the Highty-Tighties.

There are several things all Highty-Tighty alumni need to
do to help insure you get the newsletter and stay connected
with Virginia Tech and the Highty-Tighty Alumni, Inc.

1.  Be sure that your address and other contact information
are up to date with Virginia Tech Alumni Relations.  The per-
son to contact is Ruth Graves at ruthg@vt.edu.   Ruth can
also be reached at (540) 231-8906.  Make sure she has your
present address, and if you move, Ruth is the one you
should notify about your change of address.  It is her list that
is used to mail out this newsletter.  Please do not provide
your contact information or changes of address to the
newsletter editor or to COL Roszak’s office.

2.  Everyone needs to go to the Highty-Tighty Alumni website
and check their contact information in the database.  This is
very dated, and many alumni need to bring their contact
information up to date.  Go to www.hightytightyalumni.org
and click on the Database.  The site provides a way for you
to update your address, phone number, and e-mail address.

3.  If you are not getting the Half-Notes, see the column to
the right.  These keep you up to date on what is happening
with the Highty-Tighties, but also provide a means of com-
munication when information about the Highty-Tighty Alumni,
Inc. needs to be sent out between newsletters. 

4.  If you know of any Highty-Tighty alumni who are not
receiving the newsletter or Half-Notes, please pass this infor-
mation on to them.

REQUESTS TO ALUMNI
IMPORTANT!


